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A distribution licence is a legal instrument that complements copyright. It enables a copyright holder to grant certain usage rights for their work in advance.

By default, documents distributed on the Internet are subject to intellectual property law (attribution, short quotations allowed but no reuse without
authorisation). A licence protects the author’s moral rights by systematically imposing the obligation to attribute the work by citing its source. It establishes the
conditions for using a document: rights for using and modifying it (for example an image or translation), rights for commercial and non-commercial reuse, and any
obligations such as mentioning the data source or sharing data in identical form (depending on the licence). Only the author, as copyright holder, can define and
impose a distribution licence for their work. If there are several authors, and if one wishes to distribute the work, they must obtain their co-authors’ written
authorisation.

There are several types of licence including:
e Creative commons licences
e etalab licences

The most frequently used licences for free dissemination are Creative Commons (or CC) licences. There are 6 CC licences allowing the rights-holder to attribute
user rights following a sliding scale.

CCO licence

For research data, the CCO licence, resulting from the Science commons project on scientific data, enables data producers to place it in the public domain without
any restriction on usage. Data may be freely reused, improved, and altered, including for commercial purposes, without any obligation to cite the producer of the
dataset or re-distribute it under the same licence.

Contact

Head of scientific publications, University Library
johanna.sauvage@univ-rennes2.fr

Research data Librarian, University Library
fiona.edmond@univ-rennes2.fr

Data protection officer, Legal unit
ines.rauturier@univ-rennes2.fr

Further information

e Main Licences (French)
e About The Creative Commons Licenses
e List of re-use licences (French)


https://en.socle.univ-rennes2.fr/your-needs/knowing-how-use-licences
https://creativecommons.org/choose/?lang=en
https://www.etalab.gouv.fr/licence-ouverte-open-licence/
http://sciencecommons.org/about/
mailto:johanna.sauvage@univ-rennes2.fr
mailto:fiona.edmond@univ-rennes2.fr
mailto:ines.rauturier@univ-rennes2.fr
https://create.piktochart.com/output/d41cb49af62c-principales-licences-logicielles
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://www.data.gouv.fr/fr/pages/legal/licences/

